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Introduction

Your doctor has asked that your child has an MRI (Magnetic Resonance Imaging) scan with
a general anaesthetic.

This leaflet tells you what will happen. Please read it carefully as it has important
information.

What is an MRI scan?

An MRI scanner is a large tube with a powerful magnet. It takes detailed images of any part
of the body. The MRI scanner does not use X-rays.

Why is my child having the scan with general anaesthetic?

Your child needs to stay very still for the scan. A general anaesthetic will make your child
sleep so they do not move.

How should my child get ready for the general anaesthetic?

You must follow the instructions in your child's appointment letter about eating and drinking.
We cannot do the scan if you and your child have not followed the instructions.

If your child has a glucose monitor and/or an insulin pump on their skin:

Glucose monitor: If your child uses a glucose monitor which goes on their skin, such as a
Libre, it needs to be taken off for the scan. You cannot reattach the same sensor to the skin.
Please bring a new one to put on after the scan. Or, you can contact us to change the scan
appointment, so it ties in with when you are due to replace the sensor.

Health information and support is available at www.nhs.uk
or call 111 for non-emergency medical advice

Visit www.uhleicester.nhs.uk for maps and information about visiting Leicester’s Hospitals
To give feedback about this information sheet, contact uhl-tr.informationforpatientsmailbox@nhs.net

Re-use of this leaflet is restricted by Creative Commons license @ ®@
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If your child has an insulin pump with tubing, the pump will need to be taken off before the
scan. The pump can be reattached as soon as the scan is over.

If your child has a patch pump, such as an Omnipod, it will need to be taken off for the scan. The
pod and Personal Diabetes Manager (PDM) must be kept outside of the room. You can bring a new
pod to put on after the scan.

Important information

Before the appointment:

« If you need an interpreter, or if you have any special needs, please contact the radiology
department for more information.

« Medicine prescribed by a doctor should be taken as usual unless you have been given
different instructions by the doctor.

« Getting to the hospital: transport has not been arranged for this appointment. If hospital
transport is needed follow the instructions in your appointment letter.

What happens when | get to the Children’s hospital?
A nurse will meet you. They will look after you and your child during your stay.
Your child will be admitted to the ward. This is so they have a bed to sleep on after the scan.

A doctor who specialises in anaesthetics (called an anaesthetist) will visit you and your child on the
ward. They will check that your child is well enough to have a general anaesthetic.

You can ask the nurse and doctor any questions that you have.

What happens before the MRI scan?

The nurse may put some local anaesthetic cream on the back of your child’s hands. This helps to
reduce any discomfort when they have the anaesthetic injection and any other injections needed.

If your child is already in hospital as an inpatient on a ward, the doctor will see them before the scan.
Your nurse will come with you and your child to the MRI department where the scan will be done.

A member of the MRI team will fill in a safety questionnaire with you. This is to make sure that your
child can have the MRI scan.

The anaesthetic doctor will give your child an injection of the anaesthetic. Usually, you can stay until
your child is asleep. You will then need to leave the room while your child is taken in to the scanner.

What happens during the MRI scan?

A health professional who is trained to do MRI scans (radiographer) will do your child’s MRI scan.

Your child will be asleep. They will not feel anything. They will be lying down on the MRI scanner
table.

www.uhleicester.nhs.uk



Trusted \ m

Information

Creator J University Hospitals of Leicester
NHS Trust

Patient Information Forum

The scanner makes loud tapping/banging noises. We will give your child some earplugs and/or
headphones to protect their ears from the noise.

The anaesthetic doctor will monitor your child during the scan. This is to check they are OK.

The scan can take between 30 to 90 minutes. It depends on what part of the body we are
scanning.

What happens after the MRI scan?

When the scan is finished the anaesthetic doctor will stop the anaesthetic and wake your child
up. This takes about 10 to 15 minutes.

You and your child will come back to the ward with your nurse.
Your child can eat and drink straight away.

If your child is going home the same day, they will usually be ready to go home in the afternoon.

How do | find out what the results are?
You will not get the results straight away.
A doctor who is specially trained in MRI scans (radiologist) will look at the scan pictures.

The results will be sent to the GP or hospital doctor who wanted your child to have this test.

What if | need to talk to someone? Q%

If you have any questions or concerns, or cannot make the appointment:

Please call the Radiology department on 0116 258 8765 and select option 2. Monday to Friday
9am to 5pm, but not on bank holidays.
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If you would like this information in another language or format such as EasyRead

or Braille, please telephone 0116 250 2959 or email uhl-tr.equalitymailbox@nhs.net

. LEICESTER'S * Leicester’s Hospitals is a research active trust so you may find research happening on your
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ward or in your clinic. To find out about the benefits of research and become involved yourself,
T /\‘< RESEARCH speak to your clinician or nurse, call 0116 258 8351 or visit www.uhleicester.nhs.uk/
research/patients-public/be-part-of-our-research/
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